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leon krier is one of the best known and most provocative architects and urban
theoreticians in the world until now however his ideas have circulated mostly among
a professional audience of architects city planners and academics in the architecture of
community krier has reconsidered and expanded writing from his 1998 book
architecture choice or fate here he refines and updates his thinking on the making of
sustainable humane and attractive villages towns and cities the book includes drawings
diagrams and photographs of his built works which have not been widely seen until

now

this polemic is essential reading for anyone converned with the state and direction of
architecture and urban planning today and will provake wide ranging discussion
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drawings doodles and ideograms argue with ferocity and wit for traditional urbanism
and architecture architect léon krier s doodles drawings and ideograms make
arguments in images without the circumlocutions of prose drawn with wit and grace
these clever sketches do not try to please or flatter the architectural establishment
rather they make an impassioned argument against what krier sees as the
unquestioned doctrines and unacknowledged absurdities of contemporary architecture
thus he shows us a building bearing a suspicious resemblance to norman foster s
famous london gherkin as an example of priapus hubris threatened by detumescence
and priapus nemesis he charts random uniformity fake simplicity and uniform
randomness fake complexity he draws bloated bulimic and disproportionately scrawny
anorexic columns flanking a graceful classical one and he compares private virtue
modernist architects homes and offices to public vice modernist architects creations
krier wants these witty images to be tools for re founding traditional urbanism and
architecture he argues for mixed use cities of architectural speech rather than
architectural stutter and pointedly plots the man vehicle landneed ratio of sub urban
man versus that of a city dweller in an age of energy crisis he writes and his
drawings show we build in the wrong places in the wrong patterns materials densities
and heights and for the wrong number of dwellers a return to traditional architectures
and building and settlement techniques can be the means of ecological reconstruction
each of krier s provocative and entertaining images is worth more than a thousand
words of theoretical abstraction

leon krier s most important essays and all his projects including his proposals for
poundbury near dorchester and masterplans for luxemburg s new quarter and
washington dc and the new town of atlantis on the island of tenerife have been
brought together in this work

one of the most interesting questions in architectural history is why modern
architecture emerged from the war ravaged regions of central europe and not the
united states whose techniques of mass production and mechanical products so
inspired the first generation of modern architects like le corbusier mies van der rohe
and walter gropius in from autos to architecture historian david gartman offers a
critical social history that shows how fordist mass production and industrial
architecture in america influenced european designers to an extent previously not
understood drawing on marxist economics the frankfurt school and french sociologist
pierre bourdieu from autos to architecture deftly illustrates the different class
structures and struggles of america and europe examining architecture in the context
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of social conflicts from autos to architecture offers a critical alternative to standard
architectural histories focused on aesthetics alone

makers of 20th century modern architecture is an indispensable reference book for the
scholar student architect or layman interested in the architects who initiated developed
or advanced modern architecture the book is amply illustrated and features the most
prominent and influential people in 20th century modernist architecture including
wright eisenman mies van der rohe and kahn it describes the milieu in which they
practiced their art and directs readers to information on the life and creative activities
of these founding architects and their disciples the profiles of individual architects
include critical analysis of their major buildings and projects each profile is completed
by a comprehensive bibliography

this book explores the broad issue of postmodernism and tells the story of the
movement that has changed the face of architecture over the last forty years in this
completely rewritten edition of his seminal work charles jencks brings the history of
architecture up to date and shows how demands for a new and complex architecture
aided by computer design have led to more convivial sensuous and articulate buildings
around the world
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