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this fascinating look into american history uncovers how some of our ancestors came
to the united states seeking freedom and fortune and often risking everything to
make a home in america this resource tells the story of the immigrant history of the
united states using documents and photographs from the heyday of one of the most
important immigration ports the history of ellis island is revealed to be one of grit
misfortune and luck that is both true of the island and of the people it welcomed to
america s shores

explores the history of ellis island which housed the united states most important
immigration processing center from 1892 through 1943 serving seventeen million
immigrants

reviews the history of the immigration center where more than twelve million
immigrants became new americans over a sixty year period

since 1776 millions of immigrants have landed at america s shores to this day their
practical contributions are still felt in every field of endeavor including agriculture
industry and the service trades but within the great immigrant waves there also came
plucky and talented individualists artists and dreamers many of these exceptional
folk went on to win worldly renown and their names live on in history ellis island s
famous immigrants tells the story of some of the best known of these legendary
characters and highlights their actual immigration experience at ellis island celebrities
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featured within its pages include such entrepreneurs as max factor charles atlas and
chef boyardee hollywood icons pola negri bela lugosi and bob hope spiritual figures
father flanagan and krishnamurti authors isaac asimov and kahlil gibran painters
arshile gorky and max ernst and sports figures knute rockne and johnny weissmuller

from 1892 to 1954 ellis island was the gateway to a new life in the united states for
millions of immigrants in later years the island was deserted the buildings decaying
ellis island was not restored until the 1980s when americans from all over the country
donated more than 150 million it opened to the public once again in 1990 as a
museum learn more about america s history and perhaps even your own through the
story of one of the most popular landmarks in the country

describes the history of ellis island a gateway for many immigrants coming to the
united states in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and details the
restoration of the landmark and its reopening as a museum

american passage explores the remarkable saga of america s landmark port of
entry from immigration post to deportation center to mythical icon a finely honed
account that encompasses both the human story of the immigrant experience often
a sad one and the political and bureaucratic responses boston globe for most of new
york s early history ellis island had been an obscure little island that barely held itself
above high tide today the small island stands alongside plymouth rock in our nation s
founding mythology as the place where many of our ancestors first touched
american soil american passage captures a time and a place unparalleled in
american immigration and history and articulates the dramatic and bittersweet
accounts of the immigrants officials interpreters and social reformers who all played
an important role in ellis island s chronicle in this sweeping often heart wrenching epic
historian vincent j cannato reveals that the history of ellis island is ultimately the story
of what it means to be an american by bringing us the inspiring and sometimes
unsettling tales of ellis island vincent cannato s american passage helps us
understand who we are as a nation new york times bestselling author walter isaacson
cannato resists the temptation to sentimentalize ellis island he understands that now
as then immigration is an issue that leaves americans uncomfortable and contentious
even as it continues to bring new blood and energy into the country ellis island may
have been converted into something of a feel good theme park but the questions it
raises remain unresolved washington post

introduction from 1892 to 1924 ellis island was america s largest and most active
immigration station where over 12 million immigrants were processed on average the
inspection process took approximately 3 7 hours for the vast majority of immigrants
ellis island truly was an island of hope the first stop on their way to new opportunities
and experiences in america for the rest it became the island of tears a place where
families were separated and individuals were denied entry into this country famous
ellis island immigrants among the 12 million immigrants who passed through ellis
island a handful achieved lasting fame and sometimes infamy after their arrival in
america you may be surprised who you meet here on a typical day at the ellis island
immigration station immigrants came face to face with inspectors interpreters nurses
doctors social workers and many others as a large federal facility employing
approximately five hundred employees at a time ellis island was a well organized
workforce the complex work of processing thousands of immigrants a year required
a full complement of staff some names are known others remain anonymous but all
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of them contributed to the primary function of the immigration station on ellis island
to make sure that newcomers to the united states were legally and medically fit to
enter the country content by chapter 1 text immigration and u s history 2 text
immigration 1891 1924 3 text populating a nation a history of immigration and
naturalization 4 text ellis island history culture 5 ellis island architectural drawings 6
photographs of ellis island 7 learn about the united states quick civics lessons 8 the
citizen s almanac 9 text welcome to the united states a guide for new immigrants 10
text questions and answers about how to get legitimate immigration help and from
whom 11 text a broken immigration system two vital remedies before policy reform
2012

the artifacts of ellis island tell the story of millions of immigrants who passed through
its halls on their journey to a new life in the united states a 1900 photograph of the
statue of liberty an antique stethoscope and a jigsaw puzzle are some of the primary
sources that can help students better understand the experience of journeying
through ellis island in the early 1900s explore these and more in this time capsule
history book

describes the experiences of the many immigrants who sought entry to the united
states at the immigration station on ellis island new york before it closed in 1954

includes pictures includes accounts of ellis island written by immigrants includes
online resources and a bibliography for further reading includes a table of contents
so anyhow we had to get off of the ship and we were put on a tender which took us
across to ellis island and when i saw ellis island it s a great big place i wondered what
we were going to do in there and we all had to get out of the tender and then into this
and gather your bags in there and the place was crowded with people and talking
and crying people were crying and we passed go through some of the halls there
and tried to remember that the halls big halls big open spaces there and there was
bars and there was people behind these bars and they were talking different
languages and i was scared to death i thought i was in jail mary mullins an irish
immigrantby the middle of the 19th century new york city s population surpassed the
unfathomable number of 1 million people despite its obvious lack of space this was
mostly due to the fact that so many immigrants heading to america naturally landed
in new york harbor well before the federal government set up an official immigration
system on ellis island at first the city itself set up its own immigration registration
center in castle garden near the site of the original fort amsterdam and naturally
many of these immigrants who were arriving with little more than the clothes on their
back didn t travel far and thus remained in new york of course the addition of so
many immigrants and others with less money put strains on the quality of life
between 1862 and 1872 the number of tenements had risen from 12 000 to 20 000 the
number of tenement residents grew from 380 000 to 600 000 one notorious
tenement on the east river gotham court housed 700 people on a 20 by 200 foot lot
another on the west side was home incredibly to 3 000 residents who made use of
hundreds of privies dug into a fifteen foot wide inner court squalid dark crowded and
dangerous tenement living created dreadful health and social conditions it would
take the efforts of reformers such as jacob riis who documented the hellishness of
tenements with shocking photographs in how the other half lives to change the way
such buildings were constructed on new year s day 1892 a young irish girl named
annie moore stepped off the steamship nevada and landed on a tiny island that once
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held a naval fort as she made her way through the large building on that island annie
was processed as the first immigrant to come to america through ellis island like so
many immigrants before her she and her family settled in an irish neighborhood in
the city and she would live out the rest of her days there thanks to the opening of ellis
island near the end of the 19th century immigration into new york city exploded and
the city s population nearly doubled in a decade by the 1900s 2 million people
considered themselves new yorkers and ellis island would be responsible not just for
that but for much of the influx of immigrants into the nation as a whole over the next
half a century to this day about a third of the big apple s population is comprised of
immigrants today making it one of the most diverse cities in the world ellis island the
history and legacy of america s most famous immigration gateway analyzes the
history of ellis island and its integral impact on american history along with pictures
of important people places and events you will learn about ellis island like never
before in no time at all

the united states is considered the world s foremost refuge for foreigners and no
place in the nation symbolizes this better than ellis island through ellis island s halls
and corridors more than twelve million immigrants of nearly every nationality and
race entered the country on their way to new experiences in north america with an
astonishing array of nineteenth and twentieth century photographs ellis island leads
the reader through the fascinating history of this small island in new york harbor
from its pre immigration days as one of the harbor s oyster islands to its spectacular
years as the flagship station of the u s bureau of immigration to its current
incarnation as the national park service s largest museum

between 1892 and 1954 more than 12 million immigrants entered the united states
through the ellis island processing station in new york harbor to these immigrants ellis
island was a symbol of the american dream once they passed through its gates they
could start a new life with opportunities that were not available to them in their
countries of origin today roughly one third of our country s population is descended
from those who were processed at ellis island and the facility is now a museum
dedicated to american immigration

explores immigrants experiences at ellis island through the use of primary sources

between 1892 and 1954 millions of immigrants passed through the threshold of ellis
island and became american citizens from ellis island these immigrants spread out all
over the country many helped build the u s infrastructure and helped make the
country one of the greatest in the world readers will view numerous primary sources
surrounding ellis island and the people who visited the immigration center these
sources include letters paintings photographs maps and more in addition sidebars
prompt readers to think critically about the primary resources and to answer
essential questions about them

for millions of people leaving home and coming to america meant giving up family
and all things familiar for more than sixty years one site was the first place in america
all new immigrants saw find out why ellis island holds such an important place in
america s history

as the main entry facility for immigrants coming to the united states for more than
half a century ellis island was the last stop before a move to freedom in america

4 Orphan Of Ellis Island Teacher Guide



Orphan Of Ellis Island Teacher Guide

about 12 million people from europe and elsewhere entered teh united states through
this portal the fascinating ellis island uses immigrants own words photographs and
full color illustrations to explore the significance to those who wished to pursue the
american dream

ellis island at the southern tip of manhattan was the major portal for european
immigrants to the united states and looms large in 19th century and early 20th
century history after extensive restoration today it is a national symbol and
important museum authored by a noted historian and librarian at the ellis island
immigration museum this is the first encyclopedia devoted to the island documenting
its various incarnations it contains more than 430 essay entries on the crucial people
operations rooms and buildings events immigration laws and acts organizations and
other terms associated with the island s history this ready reference is perfect for
synthesizing information for student reports on immigration and heritage
genealogists and browsers will find this captivating reading as well a chronology
primary document appendixes and plentiful photos are added value

one half of the population of the united states today can trace their ancestry to
immigrants processed in the shadow of the statue of liberty at new york s ellis island
illuminated by portraits of the new arrivals themselves this volume brings the
immigrant experience to life with eloquent historical views of ellis island whose halls
echoed with the voices of the millions who passed through on their way to build
america s future a complete history of this great national landmark is presented
highlighting various aspects of the whole process with 123 full color and archival
photographs this beautiful volume captures the spirit of the gateway to america and
serves as a touching reminder of the brave huddled masses who left their homes for
a new nation
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