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an eye opening account of life inside north korea a closed world of increasing global importance hailed as a tour de force of meticulous reporting the new york review
of books with a new afterword that revisits these stories and north korea more broadly in 2022 in the wake of the pandemic national book award finalist national book
critics circle award finalist in this landmark addition to the literature of totalitarianism award winning journalist barbara demick follows the lives of six north korean
citizens over fifteen years a chaotic period that saw the death of kim il sung the rise to power of his son kim jong il the father of kim jong un and a devastating famine
that killed one fifth of the population demick brings to life what it means to be living under the most repressive regime today an orwellian world that is by choice not
connected to the internet where displays of affection are punished informants are rewarded and an offhand remark can send a person to the gulag for life she takes
us deep inside the country beyond the reach of government censors and through meticulous and sensitive reporting we see her subjects fall in love raise families
nurture ambitions and struggle for survival one by one we witness their profound life altering disillusionment with the government and their realization that rather
than providing them with lives of abundance their country has betrayed them praise for nothing to envy provocative offers extensive evidence of the author s deep
knowledge of this country while keeping its sights firmly on individual stories and human details the new york times deeply moving the personal stories are related with
novelistic detail the wall street journal a tour de force of meticulous reporting the new york review of books excellent humanizes a downtrodden long suffering people
whose individual lives hopes and dreams are so little known abroad san francisco chronicle the narrow boundaries of our knowledge have expanded radically with the
publication of nothing to envy elegantly structured and written it is a groundbreaking work of literary nonfiction john delury slate at times a page turner at others an
intimate study in totalitarian psychology the philadelphia inquirer
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nothing to envy follows the lives of six north koreans over 15 years a chaotic period that saw the unchallenged rise to power of kim jong il and the devastation of a
famine that killed one fifth of the population

please note this is a companion version not the original book sample book insights 1 north korea is a country that has fallen out of the developed world the country is
covered in darkness which is something that teenagers love 2 in the late 1990s north koreans would meet in the dark to escape the prying eyes of the authorities the
girl would lead her boyfriend to a hot spring resort outside of town where the grounds were poorly maintained but the trees were still beautiful 3 when i met mi ran she
was a 31 year old woman living in south korea she had defected six years earlier i wanted to know what life was like for defectors in north korea so i interviewed her 4
in 2004 mi ran was a kindergarten teacher in a mining town in north korea she was working toward a graduate degree in education she had a dream about her
boyfriend a south korean civilian military employee who had married her the previous year

winner of the 2010 samuel johnson prize for non fiction what if the world imagined by george orwell in nineteen eighty four was real what if everything around you was
black and white except for the red letters on propaganda signs where spies like orwell s thought police studied your facial expressions during political rallies to make
sure you were sincere in your expressions and your thoughts if you couldn t turn the dials of your radio away from the government station in fact there is such a place
north korea the only country not connected to the internet by choice ruled over by a dictator visible only in carefully controlled images it s a mysterious even sinister
country but it s also a place where 22 million people live work and dream of a different life journalist barbara demick spent a decade covering north korea s strange
politics and regulations then one day she met a young woman defector mi ran who told her about growing up there about the cinema she used to go to when the
country still had electricity and about the teenage romance which blossomed there through mi ran s story demick glimpsed another more human side of north korea in
nothing to envy demick re traces the life of mi ran and of five other north koreans taking us into the heart of an elusive society we see her subjects fall in love nurture
ambitions and struggle with survival and betrayal their stories form a haunting portrait of a bizarre society and the cost it exacts on its citizens

this book follows the lives of six north koreans over fifteen years this chaotic period saw the rise to power of kim jong il and the devastation of a famine that killed one
fifth of the population it illustrates what it is like to live under a totalitarian regime

north korea run by a mad dictator is cut off from the rest of the world unknown and unknowable but north korea is also a place where ordinary people live dream and
learn to survive demick draws a powerful portrait of a bizzare society and the very real lives it affects

when history had other plans consists of 12 stand alone chapters which immediately furnish the reader with attention grabbing one liners as evidenced in its choice of
chapter titles hitler ended racism more environmentalism more co2 the west encouraged putin by discouraging him ensuring that it will pique interest and stir up
debate one line one story one chapter there are no abstractions no theories no musings just verifiable facts

in kim jong un s strategy for survival david w shin contends that kim jong un s consolidation of power at home and the leveraging of beijing moscow seoul and
washington and others abroad show that he is not a madman and like the two earlier kims has consistently been underestimated shin presents an alternative
framework for kim jong un s behavior through his analysis of kim s background and his development as the successor to his father kim jong il the evolution of the
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totalitarian system kim inherited from his grandfather kim il sung and the security environment after kim jong il s death in 2011 this book is recommended for scholars
and students of political science asian studies international relations and history

barbara demick s nothing to envy 2009 traces the lives of six north korean defectors from chongjin a city in northeastern north korea in north hamgyong province the
narrative examines their daily lives and occupations purchase this in depth summary to learn more

now in a fully revised and updated edition this comprehensive book surveys korean history from neolithic times to the present michael j seth explores the origins and
development of korean society politics and still little known cultural heritage from their inception to the two korean states of today telling the remarkable story of the
origins and evolution of a society that borrowed and adopted from abroad seth describes how various tribal peoples in the peninsula came together to form one of the
world s most distinctive communities he shows how this ancient culturally and ethnically homogeneous society was wrenched into the world of late nineteenth century
imperialism fell victim to japanese expansionism and then became arbitrarily divided into two opposed halves north and south after world war ii tracing the seven
decades since 1945 the book explains how the two koreas with their deeply different political and social systems and geopolitical orientations evolved into sharply
contrasting societies south korea after an unpromising start became one of the few postcolonial developing states to enter the ranks of the first world with a globally
competitive economy a democratic political system and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture north korea by contrast became one of the world s most totalitarian and
isolated societies  a  nuclear  power  with  an impoverished and famine stricken population seth  describes  and analyzes  the radically  different  and historically
unprecedented trajectories of the two koreas formerly one tight knit society throughout he adds a rare dimension by placing korean history into broader global
perspective all readers looking for a balanced knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and concise book

this volume brings together a cast of leading experts to carefully explore how the history and iconography of slavery has been invoked to support a series of
government interventions activist projects legal instruments and rhetorical performances however well intentioned these interventions might be they nonetheless remain
subject to a host of limitations and complications recent efforts to combat contemporary slavery are too often sensationalist self serving and superficial and therefore
end up failing the crucial test of speaking truth to power the widely held notion that antislavery is one of those rare issues that transcends politics or ideology is only
sustainable because the underlying issues at stake have been constructed and demarcated in a way that minimizes direct challenges to dominant political and
economic interests this must change by providing an original approach to the underlying issues at stake contemporary slavery will help readers understand the political
practices that have been concealed beneath the popular rhetoric and establishes new conversations between scholars of slavery and trafficking and scholars of human
rights and social movements contributors jean allain jonathan blagbrough roy brooks annie bunting austin choi fitzpatrick andrew crane rhoda howard hassmann
fuyuki kurasawa benjamin lawrance joel quirk and darshan vigneswaran

madness and power can the insane rule can insanity be a leadership quality scott rank says yes well sometimes in this fascinating look at nine of history s most
notorious rulers from the roman emperor caligula to the north korean communist dictator kim jong il rank paints intimate portraits of these deeply flawed but powerful
men examining the role that madness played in their lives the repercussions of their madness on history and what their madness can tell us about the times in which
they lived in history s 9 most insane rulers you will meet king charles vi of france who thought he was made of glass sultan ibrahim i who was driven mad by the
sadistic succession battles of the ottoman empire caligula who built temples to himself and whose reign highlighted the lethal tensions between the power of the new
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imperial rome and the prerogatives of the old roman republic the russian tsar who became known as ivan the terrible king george iii of britain who not only lost his
american colonies but lost his mind as well bavaria s mad king ludwig ii who left the world richer for his fabulous fairy tale castles and his patronage of the composer
richard wagner insane rulers did not die off with the last of the mad monarchs who inherited their power rank also examines the rise to power of crazed modern rulers
such as idi amin who began as a lowly army cook and rose to the presidency of uganda and saparmurat niyazov who ruled turkmenistan and promoted a bizarre cult
of personality around himself both entertaining and illuminating history s 9 most insane rulers is a must read for anyone interested in the role insanity has played in
history
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